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Brief  Overview of  Service/Demographics



593 sq mi
Pop. 405,000
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Levels of Training in the Cascade of Responders



Levels of Training in the Cascade of Responders



One semester of training
Scope of practice: non-invasive, limited 

pharmaceuticals
Basic Life Support (BLS) clinician
•The majority of 9-1-1 calls require BLS care
•Even “major” illness or injury must start with solid 

BLS skills; often a key team member (CPR)



One year of training (after EMT completion)
Some programs offer Associate degree
Advanced Life Support (ALS) clinician
• Invasive (sometimes surgical) procedures
•Advanced pharmacology
•ALS assessment: most important skill
•“knowing” more vs “doing” more



EMS Training Academy



EMS Training Academy
Primary Education – EMT and Paramedic





Continuing Education (CE) Requirements
Varies by state: Missouri
• EMT: 20 hours per yr
• EMT-P: 28.8 hours per yr
• NRP: 30 hours per yr

Includes variable
categories

required



Continuing Education (CE) Requirements



Bigger, more competitive agencies ($)
•Bachelor’s degrees for certain ranks
•Senior Leadership: Masters and above



Science Teachers



Science Teachers
9-1-1 Callers



“Slanty Pedal Theory”



Bottom Line: Answering Calls for Help 
and Saving Lives





Career in EMS
Most will serve their entire career working the 
ambulance and answering calls for help
It is HIGHLY rewarding



Career in EMS: Subspecialties
Some, however, seek to 
serve on Special Teams 
beyond working only on 
the ambulance



Special Teams



Preventive Medicine Bureau/P.R.



Connecting with the Community



Connecting with the Community



Sparking a Bigger Dream in Healthcare
EMS may serve as a catalyst to launch careers 
in other healthcare fields:
•EMS instructor/educator
•Nurse
•Mid-level Provider (physician assistant/nurse prac.)
•Executive Health Administration
•Physician



A Moment of Honesty…the darker side
Not everything is awesome in EMS





“part of the job”
Perceived stigma; fear 
of being labelled “unfit” 
for duty



Data confounders
•Multiple jobs
•Volunteers 
The industry is 
getting better at 
addressing these 
issues





Beyond the traditional 9-1-1 response, EMTs and paramedics 
have transformed healthcare around the world.

EMS doesn’t bring patients to healthcare.  EMS is 
healthcare.

Summary



EMTs and paramedics save lives every day in their communities. 
When people experience the worst day of their lives, EMS is there 
for them.

Summary



An EMS career enables students to live the exciting world of patient 
care at its most urgent and gives them a rewarding and fulfilling 
career in public service.

Many EMS professionals may also be sparked to enter numerous 
other healthcare professions in hospitals, clinics, educational 
institutions, and more. 

Summary
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